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Assistance for Y115 Families

Academics
Nate Campbell

ncampbell@y115.org
Ext. 5166

Leslie Kressin
lkressin@y115.org

Ext. 5905

Health & Wellness
Melinda Lasky

mlasky@y115.org
Ext. 6428

Technology
Ryan Adkins

studentsupport@y115.org
radkins@y115.org

Ext. 4714

Communications
Cathy Anderson
y115@y115.org

Ext. 4704

Human Resources
Nick Baughman

nbaughman@y115.org
Ext. 6427

Vendors
(transportation, food service)

Kreg Wesley
kwesley@y115.org

Ext. 4057

Finance
Mindy Bradford

mbradford@y115.org
Ext. 4172

Safety & Building Ops
Heather DiVerde

hdiverde@y115.org
Ext. 6431

Governance
Tim Shimp

tshimp@y115.org
Ext. 4716

SEL/Special Education
Pete Marcelo

pmarcelo@y115.org
Ext. 6534
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2021-22 Academic Year Calendar

8/19 .....................Homeroom Teacher & Bus Route Information Released to Families;  

 ............................Middle School Supply Drop-Off 

8/23 .....................Teacher Institute Day

8/24 .....................Early Childhood & Kindergarten Curriculum Orientation

 ............................Grades 1-6 Supply Drop-Off

 ............................Freshman Transition Experience & Open House

8/25  ....................Teacher Institute Day

8/26 .....................First Day of School

9/6 .......................No School: Labor Day

10/1 .....................Homecoming

10/8-11 ................No School: Fall Break

10/12 ...................Teacher Institute Day

10/29 ...................End of Quarter (K-6)

11/11 ...................Early Dismissal & Parent-Teacher Conferences

11/12 ...................No School & Parent-Teacher Conferences

11/23 ...................Early Release - 1 Hour

11/24-26 ..............No School: Thanksgiving Break

12/17 ...................Early Release - 1 Hour

12/20-31 ..............No School: Winter Break

1/14 .....................Teacher Institute Day

1/17 .....................No School: MLK Day

1/21  ....................End of Quarter (K-6)

 ............................End of Semester (7-12)

2/21 .....................No School: Presidents Day

3/18 .....................Early Release - 1 Hour

3/21-25 ................No School: Spring Break

4/1 .......................End of Quarter (K-6) 

4/15 .....................No School

4/18 .....................Teacher Institute Day

5/20 .....................YHS Graduation

5/30 .....................District Closed: Memorial Day

6/6 .......................Last Day of School

6/7 .......................Teacher Institute Day

6/8-14 ..................Emergency Days (if needed)

View calendar here:
https://www.y115.org/calendar

CURRICULUM NIGHTS

ACES:  9/9
BBES: 9/2
BGS: 9/7
CCGS: 9/14
GRES: 9/16
YGS: 9/15
YIS: 9/7

YMS: 9/8
YHS: 9/1

https://www.y115.org/calendar
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Restrictions (on campus)

Health Questionnaire

All employees and students who will be on-site at a district school will be required to complete an electronic daily 
health questionnaire prior to arriving to school to determine whether or not he/she has a fever or any COVID-19 
related symptoms. If the district-provided health questionnaire was not submitted by a student, upon arrival at 
the school, an adult will take the student to a designated area to take his/her temperature and help the student 
complete the health questionnaire prior to being allowed access to the school building. Daily student absences 
still need to be communicated via the attendance phone line. Parents will be asked to report the reason for 
the absence as the health department tracks COVID-19 and flu-like symptoms. See sections regarding Building 
Access (page 7), Transportation-Arrivals (page 22), and Transportation-Health Procedures (page 24) for additional 
information.

Physical Distancing

All students and employees who are in school buildings will be required to maintain three to six feet of physical 
distance whenever possible. 

Weather permitting, PE classes will be held outside. The PE department will develop lessons and activities that 
allow for distance between students whenever possible. Teachers are encouraged to hold academic classes 
outside when possible. The district will use spaces in the building and maximize outdoor spaces for band/
orchestra, choir, and physical education courses. 

Students receiving support in special programs will receive physical distancing training through modeling and 
social stories. The IEP team, including the teacher, service providers, building administration, and family, will meet 
on a case-by-case basis to support students who are struggling with following the physical distancing protocols.

3-6 
feet

3-6 
feet

3-6 
feet
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Face Coverings (masks)

All students and employees who are in school buildings will be required to wear face coverings/masks. 
 
A face covering can include a paper or disposable mask, cloth mask, scarf, bandana, athletic 2-ply neck gator, or a 
religious face covering. The face covering must cover the mouth and nose completely. The covering should not be 
overly tight or restrictive and should feel comfortable to wear. 

Face coverings that are NOT allowed include masks that incorporate a valve that is designed to facilitate easy 
exhaling, mesh masks, or masks with openings, holes, visible gaps in the design or material, or vents. These are 
not sufficient face coverings because they allow droplets to be released from the mask.

Employees and students should wash their face coverings daily according to the CDC Guidelines. If the mask is 
soiled or damaged, it should be discarded or properly washed. 

If a student does not have access to a mask or forgets his/her mask at home, a mask will be provided to that 
student. 

Elementary classes will have daily outdoor recess to give students an opportunity to remove masks, if physical 
distancing can be maintained. When outside for any class, students will be allowed to remove their masks. When 
not in use, masks should be carefully folded so that the outer surface is held inward and against itself to reduce 
contact with the outer surface during storage. 

If students have underlying health conditions, the parents/guardians will need to provide a doctor’s exemption 
and then the student will be considered to wear a face shield. Administration and staff will work with the families, 
remain flexible, and may consider other supports to meet students’ needs. 

Students who are non-compliant with the mask mandate while in the school building are subject to discipline 
consequences as defined by Board of Education Policy 7:190: Student Behavior.

Students who have sensory issues can work with the school’s IEP team to use social stories and a sensory diet to 
help the student acclimate to wearing a mask or a face shield. Families are encouraged to begin this process with 
their students prior to the start of school. Through modeling and social stories, education and training on proper 
mask wearing will be provided to students in the early childhood, STARS, and LASP programs. Student services 
and building administration will train staff on proper mask wearing and hygiene practices to mitigate exposure. 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) for student hygiene purposes will be provided to staff members. 

Individuals are required to wear a mask while using bus transportation.

Mask Resources 

• Prevent COVID-19: Wear a Cloth Face Covering
• How to Make Your Own Face Covering 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-to-wash-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ML3n1c0FHDI&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tPx1yqvJgf4&authuser=0
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Visitor Management

Outside visitors, those who are not district employees, will need to be pre-approved prior to gaining access to a 
school building.   

Visitors will be considered pre-approved if they have called the front office and had the purpose of their visit 
approved by school administration and completed the district’s daily health questionnaire. Pre-approved visitors 
will complete the daily health questionnaire by either scanning the QR code posted on the front door or by filling 
out a form in the main office. A thermometer will be available in the front office to complete the temperature 
check. After completing the questionnaire, the visitor will receive an approval “green check” to show to the office 
staff to allow admittance into the building. If approval is not received, the visitor will not be allowed access to the 
school building.

Once admittance is granted, pre-approved visitors shall:

• Wear a properly fitted mask at all times
• Use only the main door for entry and exit
• Properly wear and display the visitor lanyard and sticker/identification at all times
• Upon exit, return visitor credentials to the main office

Prior to reissuance, all visitor lanyards will be washed and disinfected by the night custodians.
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Cleaning
Classrooms

The district will follow all ISBE and IDPH guidelines for cleaning and disinfecting. Building custodians will wipe 
down high-touch surfaces throughout the day, following the daily cleaning procedures and using CDC-approved 
products for COVID-19 and all other types of viruses. Early childhood and kindergarten students will have their 
classrooms disinfected between classes. Nightly deep cleaning will also occur; there will be a UVC mobile unit 
used in the classrooms to disinfect the area fully for the next day. The UVC mobile unit may also be used during 
the school day when deemed necessary by custodial team members. When the UVC mobile unit is in use, there 
will be a sign on the classroom door so staff members know not to enter. Classrooms will also have a custodial 
sign-off sheet indicating what type of cleaning occurred in the room each day.

There will be designated times that a staff member is reasonably expected to clean surfaces in his/her classroom; 
this includes during student transition times or prior to a new group of students using common spaces in a 
classroom. Cleaning expectations for staff members may include disinfecting tables and work spaces between 
groups and during transitions. Staff members will need to wipe down their desks/workspaces on a nightly basis 
while custodians will clean the rest of the classroom. 

Restrooms

Building custodians will follow 
specific cleaning procedures and 
schedules throughout the day for 
each restroom. The restrooms 
will be cleaned on an hourly basis 
and custodial staff will indicate 
such by completing a sign-
off sheet. Physical barriers are 
installed in bathrooms between 
urinals. There also will be signage 
in all bathrooms to encourage 
appropriate handwashing and 
physical distancing procedures/
expectations.

 

Supplies 

The district uses an approved 
disinfectant for cleaning. Wipes will 
be used in the hallways, restrooms, 
classrooms, etc. during the day, and 
deep cleaning will occur in each 
school/facility during the evening 
hours. Please contact Director of 
Facility Operations Heather DiVerde 
at hdiverde@y115.org for a specific 
list of chemicals or for additional 
supplies. The district has also 
purchased multiple UVC mobile 
units per school for deep cleaning. 

Ventilation

The ventilation system in District 
115 schools helps to ensure clean 
air is brought into the building and 
limits the spread of COVID-19. 
The district has increased the 
fresh air capacity in its buildings 
so that the ventilation system 
provides 30-percent fresh/outside 
air (standard is 10-percent). In 
addition, the building return air is 
being exhausted, which reduces the 
amount of recycled contaminates 
in the air. The exhaust fans are on 
longer—before staff and students 
enter the building, and shutting 
off two hours after staff leaves—to 
keep more air movement in the 
building. Each room has its own 
thermostat and unit ventilator 
system that is closely monitored 
and controlled by maintenance 
department personnel.

If there is a confirmed case of 
COVID-19, the students will be 
relocated to a different location, 
and the “contaminated” classroom 
ventilation system will be turned off 
to prevent the spread of particles in 
the air.  

Hand sanitizer, 
disinfecting wipes, 
and gloves provided 
by the district are 
available in each 
school building. 

mailto:hdiverde%40y115.org?subject=
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Health
Daily Health Questionnaire

ISBE guidelines recommend self-certification of 
symptoms for staff and students. The intent is to 
mitigate the amount of exposure prior to staff and 
students arriving at school, and/or entering the 
building. A daily email will go out to parents and 
employees to certify COVID-19 free symptoms and a 
temperature of less than 100.4°F. 

If a student or staff member does not submit this form 
before the designated time, he/she will be screened 
upon arriving at school. If a temperature above 100.4°F 
is detected, a child will need to be picked up from 
school and an employee will be expected to go home. 
Quarantine will be required if an employee or student 
indicates a “yes” to the questionnaire or exhibits one 
(1) symptom.  

If the health questionnaire was not submitted upon 
arrival at the school, there will be an area designated 
where an adult will take the student’s temperature and 
help the student complete the health questionnaire 
prior to being allowed access to the school building. 
(See section regarding Transportation on page 34 for 
additional information.)

Proactive Measures

For any travel outside of the United States, parents/
students/staff will be required to follow the quarantine 
guidelines set forth by the CDC and IDPH. 

Illnesses

Building nurses and administration will quarantine 
students and/or employees who are feeling ill in the 
pre-determined location in each building. There will be 
two waiting areas to enable the nurse to separate those 
with COVID-19 symptoms, and those without. Students 
will be under the supervision of a staff member until 
the student can be picked up by a parent/guardian. 

If a staff member or student tests positive for 
COVID-19, contact tracing will be done to identify 
any individuals who were in contact with the 
student or employee. Based on contact tracing, the 
recommendation will be made regarding quarantine 
options. The district will work with the Kendall County 
Health Department and the IDPH and implement extra 
cleaning and to follow quarantine protocols.

Additional Resources 

• Hand Sanitizing video 
• Hand Washing video
• How to Wear a Cloth 

Face Covering 
• General Prevention
• Social Distancing
• Handwashing Techniques 
• IDPH Quarantine/Isolation 
• CDC International Travel  

Guidance

https://bit.ly/3aiIhh5
https://bit.ly/3fQ9Ejw
https://bit.ly/2XQnXPd
https://bit.ly/2XQnXPd
https://bit.ly/30MVuLM
https://bit.ly/3fMme3h
https://bit.ly/2DIXTP4
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/after-travel-precautions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/after-travel-precautions.html
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Mental Wellness

• Gaggle is a computer monitoring tool that alerts administration of issues shared via student devices. All 
Gaggle alerts are followed up on by a district or building administrator.

• Student attendance will be monitored by their teachers. If students are not attending classes or exhibit 
warning signs of mental illness or emotional distress, teachers should notify the appropriate personnel 
immediately.

• Families will continue to be encouraged to use the “Y Not Say Something” tip line (https://www.y115.org/
tipline) in non-emergency situations or call the child’s school principal or guidance counselor. The tip line 
can be found on the District 115 mobile app and on the district website pages. Any additional notification 
protocols will be provided for parents. 

Social Emotional Learning (SEL)

It is recommended that parents have access to strategies for families to help teach and practice social emotional 
skills at home. Social Emotional Parent Resources

Social Emotional Resilience
• Introduce the Zones of Regulation to students and Calm Down Techniques.
• Practice virtual “temperature checks” with students using tools like a feelings thermometer or the Zones of 

Regulation to check in with students on how they are feeling each day. This can also be done in class when 
on-site instruction occurs. 

• Share ideas for setting up a “calm-down space” in students’ homes that is similar to what may be in a 
classroom. 

• Model mindfulness techniques and provide resources that have simple, already-created videos specifically for 
students to practice mindfulness skills: GoNoodle, Headspace, Smiling Mind, Stop, Breathe & Think. 

• Give students opportunities to talk about how they are feeling. Encourage them to share concerns and ask 
questions.

• Provide a lot of positive praise and encouragement. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1d_AnK9tRntuiw5hGnap0XTq7YT7TVPzVW01aOZvU_Ec/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.y115.org/tipline
https://www.y115.org/tipline
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WvCFeAHOMXMZ25BoQzdFkV_Sj3CDlVk8BzKbMXR6h_s/edit?usp=sharing
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Referral Form Procedure 

District 115 will provide a student services referral form that will capture the needs of all stakeholders during any 
phase of instruction. The student services referral form will be linked at least once in principal communications and 
on the district and school websites to allow staff members, students and parents the ability to access the appropriate 
school personnel for academic, personal, and/or social concerns.

• Each building will have a student services referral form published in the first principal communication to 
employees and parents and on the district website that will describe the purpose and the rationale of the 
form, including a video with access and completion instructions. 

• Personnel will respond to parents/staff or students within 48 hours (or earlier) after receipt of the referral.
• Once completed, the student services referral form should be emailed to the building principal and/or 

assistant principal of the child’s school. 
• If your child is experiencing a life or death emergency or is in crisis, call 911 immediately.

Student Services Referral Form
Teachers, parents, or students will be 
encouraged to complete the referral form 
if they have a specific concern about a 
student’s social emotional well-being. A 
school administrator or student services staff 
member will respond accordingly.

Access the form on the district website.

https://www.y115.org/domain/1556
https://www.y115.org/domain/1556
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Coping Strategies & Warning Signs

During the COVID-19 pandemic, students’ worlds have been turned upside down and some may find it 
harder than others to cope with the changes that have been thrown their way. Students may reach out 
to district employees with their feelings, as they are one of the constants in their lives. Listed below are 
strategies that will help when talking with students, as well as resources that can be used to bring greater 
stability and comfort to those students who need it. 

For All Students
• Help them focus on the positive
• Encourage students to verbalize thoughts
• Be honest and accurate with them at their level

 – Correct misconceptions
 – Personally stay up to date on current 

COVID-19 information
• Be a good listener
• Help them to label their feelings
• Help them determine what is in/out of their 

control
• Help them make a plan that focuses on what 

they can control
 – Include activities they find fun, relaxing, etc.
 – Include movement activities

Early Elementary Students
• Provide brief, simple information
• Include facts about COVID-19 with 

reassurance that you are there to support them
• Give examples on how people stay healthy 

Upper Elementary and Middle School Students
• Separate reality from rumor/fantasy

 – These students tend to ask more 
questions/what-ifs, so clarify as much as 
you can

• Discuss efforts of keeping people safe at local, 
state, and federal levels 

High School Students
• Refer students to sources for facts discussing 

COVID-19
• Provide honest and factual information about 

the current status

Additional Resources 

• Helping Children Cope With Changes Resulting From COVID-19 

• Helping Children Cope with Emergencies 

• Coping with Coronavirus  

• Coping With Stress During Infectious Disease Outbreaks 

• A Kid’s Guide to Corona Virus 

• Unstuck: A Kid’s Guide to What to Stay Safe and Sane During the Pandemic

https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/health-crisis-resources/helping-children-cope-with-changes-resulting-from-covid-19
https://www.cdc.gov/childrenindisasters/helping-children-cope.html
https://copingskillsforkids.com/coping-with-coronavirus
https://store.samhsa.gov/product/Coping-with-Stress-During-Infectious-Disease-Outbreaks/sma14-4885
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AlxOzy9JEIjf1ic6kwh2JgAZMQXm_iRq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ptp88IpQD57fzIHEUBq7yyx-zv-D4DP6/view?usp=sharing


Childhood Abuse/Neglect

A child who is being abused may feel guilty, ashamed or confused. He/she may be afraid to tell anyone about 
the abuse, especially if the abuser is a parent, other relative or family friend. That is why it is vital to watch for red 
flags, such as:

• Withdrawal from friends or usual activities
• Changes in behavior — such as aggression, anger, hostility, or hyperactivity — or changes in school performance
• Depression, anxiety or unusual fears, or a sudden loss of self-confidence
• An apparent lack of supervision
• Frequent absences from school
• Reluctance to leave school activities, as if he or she doesn't want to go home
• Attempts at running away
• Rebellious or defiant behavior
• Self-harm or attempts at suicide

This information and more can be found on the Mayo Clinic site at: Child Abuse.

13

https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/child-abuse/symptoms-causes/syc-20370864
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Suicide Prevention

Resources for staff and families concerning student mental health and suicide prevention can be found on the 
Y115 Student Services: Suicide Prevention Page.  It is also recommended that parents who are concerned about 
their children be encouraged to access the following resources for support. Social workers, counselors, and/
or school psychologists are available to talk to your child. If your child is facing a life or death emergency, call 
911 immediately and keep your child under constant supervision until he/she is evaluated by a mental health 
professional at an emergency room. 

Suicide in children and teenagers can follow stressful life events. What a young person sees as serious and 
insurmountable may seem minor to an adult — such as problems in school or the loss of a friendship. In some 
cases, a child or teen may feel suicidal due to certain life circumstances that he or she may not want to talk about, 
such as:

• Having a psychiatric disorder, including depression
• Loss or conflict with close friends or family members
• History of physical or sexual abuse
• Problems with alcohol or drugs
• Physical or medical issues, for example, becoming pregnant or having a sexually transmitted infection
• Being the victim of bullying
• Being uncertain of sexual orientation
• Reading or hearing an account of suicide or knowing a peer who died by suicide

Symptoms

• Talking about suicide — for example, making statements such as "I'm going to kill myself," "I wish I were 
dead," or "I wish I hadn't been born"

• Getting the means to take one’s own life, such as buying a gun or stockpiling pills
• Withdrawing from social contact and wanting to be left alone
• Having mood swings, such as being emotionally high one day and deeply discouraged the next
• Being preoccupied with death, dying or violence
• Feeling trapped or hopeless about a situation
• Increasing use of alcohol or drugs
• Changing normal routine, including eating or sleeping patterns
• Doing risky or self-destructive things, such as using drugs or driving recklessly
• Giving away belongings or getting affairs in order when there's no other logical explanation for doing this
• Saying goodbye to people as if they won't be seen again
• Developing personality changes or being severely anxious or agitated, particularly when experiencing some 

of the warning signs listed above

Additional Resources

• American Foundation for Suicide Prevention
• Elyssa's Mission
• Erica's Lighthouse: A site dedicated to information about youth depression. 
• Suicide Prevention Services of America
• The Ann Marie Foundation: The foundation that helped create Ann Marie's Law. The website shares Ann 

Marie's story and provides both national and local resources.
• The Jason Foundation: A foundation focused on suicide prevention that provides information on youth 

suicide and its prevention.
• The Trevor Project: A support site for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or queer youth who are 

experiencing depression or suicidal thoughts.

https://www.y115.org/Page/2275
https://afsp.org/
http://elyssasmission.org/
https://www.erikaslighthouse.org/
http://www.yorkville.il.us/258/Suicide-Prevention-Support-Services
http://annmarie.foundation/
http://jasonfoundation.com/youth-suicide/
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/
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Communication 
Expectations

Individuals representing parents and various employee groups researched 
survey results and various district/school communications improvements 
were established. 

• Timely: Stakeholders are provided up-to-date information in a timely 
manner.

• Informed: Too many communications proved overwhelming for 
stakeholders, causing them to overlook important information. 
Therefore, important messages such as procedures and dates are 
provided in writing (email) on a specific day of the week. These 
communications are posted to the website so they can be easily 
referenced at a later date. Video conferencing tools are reserved for 
situations in which in-person communication is not possible.

• Accessible: Parents/Guardians received access to the educational 
platforms (Canvas, Google Classroom, SeeSaw) used by students to 
allow them to monitor their child(ren)’s progress/responsibilities.

• Consistent: Consistency between the mode and timing of 
communications was requested. Therefore, a specific day of the week 
has been established for messages from the school and the district.

• Focused: Redundancy between district and school messages was 
reduced and repeating information that was stated in a previous email 
is limited unless there is an update. These messages are posted to 
the website (see “informed” above), so previous topics can be easily 
referenced at a later date.

• Simple: In times when email communication is increased, schools/
district work to combine information into the fewest number of 
messages as possible. 
 

Emergency Communications

If the need arises to transition between learning scenarios due to a 
change in COVID-19 guidance, the district will communicate significant 
changes to the learning format as soon as detailed information is 
available. The primary form of communication will be an email sent by the 
superintendent. If there is an emergency message that needs to be sent 
outside of school hours, a phone call or text may be sent asking families 
and employees to check their email messages. 

Weather & Emergencies Guide

Student
Information

Calendars
and Events

Grades

Fees

Classes

Lunch
Menus

Teachers

Notices

Bus
Schedules

... and 
More!

You can find

in the app store.

Yorkville CUSD 115 

Download the 
FREE Yorkville CUSD 115 App 

Today!

Trying to Stay Organized this School Year?   

We Can Help!

Beyond the App:  
Ways to Stay Connected

Social Media
Facebook:

@Yorkville115 | Yorkville School District 115

Instagram:
yorkville115 | Yorkville Schools

LinkedIn:
yorkville-cusd-115

Twitter: 
@Yorkville115 | Yorkville Schools  

Get Involved
www.y115.org/volunteer

http://www.y115.org/emergency
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Classroom Layout

Classroom layout will depend on the size of the classroom. Classrooms will be set up with a minimum of two, two-
shelf book shelves, two filing cabinets, a shelving unit, white board, bulletin board and either a teacher's desk or a 
kidney table. The district will use mainly desks but some classes could have tables. The district will determine if a 
classroom will fit desks or tables depending on the size of the classroom and the number of students in the class. 
District 115 will make every effort to provide three feet of physical distancing, when possible. 

Students in the afternoon early childhood and kindergarten programs will use the same classrooms as students 
in the morning. However, the classrooms will be disinfected during the transition time between the morning and 
afternoon sessions.

Teachers will be encouraged to hold academic classes outside when possible. Outside learning spaces will be 
identified and marked at each school and teachers will be able to sign up with their building administration to use 
those areas for outdoor classroom space. 

Physical Spaces
Barriers

Barriers have been installed in bathrooms between urinals and in other communal spaces such as desks in the 
main office. Additional barriers are available upon request and approval by a building administrator.

Sample 
Classrooms
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Lockers

A locker will be assigned to each 
elementary and middle school 
student and students will use them 
during staggered, scheduled times 
to maintain physical distance. 
Students in grades 9-12 will be 
able to bring their backpacks to 
class and can request a locker if 
desired. High school administrators 
will provide notification to 
parents regarding procedures for 
requesting a locker.  

Restrooms

Students will be encouraged to wash hands frequently throughout 
the school day. Students will be allowed to use bathrooms as needed. 
Transition time has been built into the elementary schedule to account for 
extended time for bathroom and hand-washing breaks. The middle school 
and high school students will be allowed to use the restroom during non-
transition times, but students will be required to sign out of the classroom 
to allow for contact tracing. District and building personnel will provide 
teaching and modeling of appropriate physical distancing expectations to 
students. 

Recess & Playgrounds

Students will not need to wear face coverings while they are outdoors. When not in use, face coverings should 
be carefully folded so that the outer surface is held inward and against itself to reduce contact with the outer 
surface during storage. The folded mask can be stored between uses in a clean sealable paper bag or breathable 
container.

Elementary classes will have 1-2 outdoor recesses per day to give students an opportunity to remove masks, if 
physical distancing can be maintained. 

Outdoor recess zones have been identified and marked at each school. Playground equipment will have a foam 
spray applied to it every two weeks and the maintenance staff will spray and disinfect the playground equipment 
each morning.

There are recess kits that include basketballs, soccer balls, jump ropes, etc., which will be disinfected after use by 
the lunch aides. Each class also has an indoor recess kit that is grade-specific and includes puzzles, coloring pages, 
Lego packs, Play Doh, and brain teasers/logic puzzles.

While outdoor areas are unique to each school, in general, there will be a minimum of two lunch aides to 
supervise the outer perimeter of the play area and one lunch aide to monitor inside the designated area. Lunch 
aides will be required to maintain a physical distance, wear masks, and not congregate while supervising the 
playground areas.

Outdoor groups will have the following supplies available:

• Spare Masks (in case of breakage)
• Hand Sanitizer and Gloves
• A Whistle

There will be outside handwashing stations for students to use prior to returning to the building (August through 
October and March through May).

• A District Radio
• Safety Cones
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Safety 
Building Access by Staff

After completing and passing the required daily health 
questionnaire, employees will be allowed to enter their 
respective buildings. Staff members are required to 
wear a properly fitted mask upon entrance and while in 
the building.   

Employee IDs & Lanyards

Anytime employees are on school grounds, they 
are required to wear and display the District 115 
red lanyard with district identification attached that 
has been designated for the specific school year. 
Should a staff member not have his/her lanyard and 
identification because it was forgotten, a temporary 
ID will be provided from the main office, according to 
district policy. If the lanyard and identification are lost 
or stolen, proper notification will be made to building 
administration and a replacement identification and 
lanyard will be provided.    

School Security Personnel

The district security staff will be present and available 
throughout the school day. Regular building visits 
and security checks will include potential outdoor 
classrooms. 

• Supervisors: Joe Grimaldi  
     Scott Brosi

• Officers:        William Collins 
     Rick Drozdowski 
     Scott Lustik

  

Safety Drills

The district will still run state-mandated safety drills 
(tornado, fire, law enforcement/intruder, etc.), with 
more drills occurring each quarter than in a typical 
school year. Building administrators will communicate 
to employees the dates and times for the designated 
evacuation or shelter-in-place drill. Students will watch 
a video to review procedures for the run/hide/fight 
drill. The drill schedule will be completed in accordance 
with the School Safety Drill Act timelines and will be 
coordinated with each building's administrators. 
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Food Service 
Student Meal Options

Students may remove their face coverings to eat. Masks should be carefully folded so that 
the outer surface is held inward and against itself to reduce contact with the outer surface 
during storage. The folded mask can be stored between uses in a clean sealable paper 
bag or breathable container. The use of water bottles or refillable water bottles is highly 
encouraged.
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ACES

YGS

BBES CCGSBGS

YiS

Autumn Creek 
Elementary School

Yorkville 
Grade School

Bristol Bay 
Elementary School

Circle Center 
Grade School

Bristol 
Grade School

Grande Reserve 
Elementary School

Yorkville 
Intermediate School

Elementary School (Grades EC-6)

• All students are eligible to receive a free school lunch through June 30, 2022.
• Students will eat in their cafeteria as long as they can remain physically distanced at three feet 

apart. 
• School nurses will work with families who have students with identified food allergies. Those 

students will be assigned to eat in a designated table within the cafeteria.
• Elementary students who bring lunch to school will not use lunch bins to store lunch boxes; lockers 

will be used for this purpose.
• Students will choose from multiple entrée options. They can also choose if they want a milk 

(chocolate or white milk will be available).
• Students will place their order for an entrée with the classroom teacher each morning.
• Teachers will have the option of using paper order copies or a Google order form to record 

student orders, with each teacher using the same method for all of his/her students.
• Building secretaries will collect order information from teachers by 9:15 a.m. each day to forward 

orders to Aramark for processing.
• No individual à la carte items will be available to start the school year, but may become available 

later in the year.
• Employees and students will wear their face coverings until they are sitting at the cafeteria table 

to eat (at which time the students will be allowed to take off their face covering as long as they are 
appropriately physically distanced).

• Lunch supervisors in the cafeteria will be responsible for wiping off the tables after students finish 
eating.
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Middle School (Grades 7-8)

• All students are eligible to receive a free school lunch through June 30, 2022. 
• Students will be specifically assigned to eating locations by building 

administration. 
• Students can choose one of three pre-packaged box lunch options (see monthly 

menu). 
• Employees and students will maintain physical distance and wear their face 

coverings until they are sitting at their table to eat (at which time the students 
will be allowed to take off their face covering as long as they are appropriately 
physically distanced).

• Custodial staff will set-up and break down the eating locations, as required.
• Custodial staff will complete the final daily cleaning of all eating spaces 

(including the floors).

High School (Grades 9-12)

• All students are eligible to receive a free school lunch through June 30, 2022. 
• Students will eat in either the cafeteria or designated overflow locations.
• Students can choose one of three pre-packaged box lunch options (see monthly 

menu). Limited select grilled options will also be available each day.
• Employees and students will maintain physical distance and wear their face 

coverings until they are sitting at their cafeteria table to eat (at which time 
the students will be allowed to take off their face covering as long as they are 
appropriately physically distanced).

• Supervisory staff (i.e., campus monitors, teachers, administrators) will be 
responsible for wiping the tables in between lunch periods.

• Custodial staff will complete the final daily cleaning of all eating spaces 
(including the floors).

• Microwaves will be allowed at the high school. 
• Food deliveries will be allowed at the high school. No delivery workers will be 

allowed beyond the front vestibule, consistent with current practice.
• Off Campus Lunch: Parents must sign the off-campus permission form in order 

for eligible students to leave campus. 

YHS

YMS

Yorkville 
High School

Yorkville 
Middle School
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Transportation

Yorkville CUSD 115 has developed the following information based on guidance from the Illinois Department of 
Public Health (IDPH) as well as the Center for Disease Control (CDC). The appropriate steps have been taken to 
ensure the health and safety of all passengers who ride the bus and will continue to do so during the school year. 

This includes the requirement that all passengers and drivers must wear a mask on school buses. 

Arrival & Dismissal

Bus Stops
• Students are required to complete their health questionnaire prior to arriving at the bus stop.  Health 

certification results will be sent electronically to the school when completed. If the student does not pass the 
health questionnaire, the/she should stay home. Students who have not submitted their health questionnaire  
will not be allowed access into the school building until they are certified (See Restrictions > Health 
Questionnaire for additional details). 

• Pick-up and drop-off times may vary by a few minutes due to the nature of staggered arrival and dismissal 
times. 

Morning Arrival
Immediately upon arrival to school, students will be released from the bus to stagger the times they enter the 
building and reduce the potential congestion at each entrance location. 

Dismissal
Students may have a staggered release from school in order to improve the bus loading process.
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Autumn Creek Elementary School

• Parent Transport: Doors 14 & 20 (behind the school)
• Walkers:  Door 2
• Bus Drop-off/Pick-up:  Doors 1 & 24
• Special Education Drop-off/Pick-up:  Lane east of gym

Bristol Bay Elementary School
• Parent Transport & Walkers:  Doors 1 & 2
• Bus Drop-off/Pick-up:  Doors 13 & 19
• Special Education Drop-off/Pick-Up:  Door 19

Bristol Grade School

• Parent Transport:  Door 10
• Bus Drop-off/Pick-up:  Door 1
• Special Education Drop-off/Pick-up:  Door 1
• Early Childhood Drop-off/Pick-up:  Door 10

Circle Center Grade School

• Parent Transport:  Door 13
• Walkers: Door 1
• Bus Drop-off/Pick-up:  Doors 2 & 19
• Early Childhood Buses: Door 1
• Kindergarten (PM): Door 19
• Special Education Drop-off/Pick-up:  Door 2

Grande Reserve Elementary School
• Parent Transport & Walkers:  Doors 1 & 2
• Bus Drop-off/Pick-up:  Doors 13 & 20
• Special Education Drop-off/Pick-up:  Door 20

Yorkville Grade School

• Parent Transport:  Door 3
• Bus Drop-off/Pick-up:  Doors 4 & 10
• Early Childhood Buses:  Door 3
• Early Childhood Drop-off/Pick-up:  Door 10

Yorkville Intermediate School
• Parent Transport & Walkers:  Door 1
• Bus Drop-Off/Pick-Up:  Doors 18, 19 & 13
• Special Education Drop-Off/Pick-Up:  Door 10

Yorkville Middle School
• Parent Transport & Walkers:  Door 1
• Bus Drop-off/Pick-up:  Doors 24 & 19
• Special Education Drop-off/Pick-up:  Door 1

Yorkville H.S. Academy
• Parent Transport & Walkers:  Door 1
• Bus Drop-off/Pick-Up:  Doors 24 & 26
• Special Education Drop-off/Pick-up:  Door 1

Yorkville High School

• Parent Transport/Walkers:  Door 1
• Bus Drop-off/Pick-Up:  Doors 5 & 13
• Special Education Drop-off/Pick-Up: Door 19
• Student Drivers (Red Lot): Door 19 

Entrance & Exit Locations by School

NOTE:
Employees can enter and exit their buildings at multiple locations with validation by the building secretary, 
health monitor, or at the high school level, the department chairperson.
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Transportation Health Procedures

Drivers and monitors will be required to complete daily health certification (COVID-19 questionnaire) verifying that 
they are free of any COVID-19 symptoms. Employees who fail this certification will be sent home and not allowed 
to return to work until they provide a negative COVID-19 test or have quarantined for the appropriate amount of 
time after symptoms first appeared. (See Health > Illness for additional information.) 

Students will have assigned seating, and students of the same household will sit together in order to assist with 
contact tracing procedures. Students are also required to complete daily health questionnaires (using the link 
provided by the district) verifying that they are free of any COVID-19 symptoms prior to boarding the bus. This 
may be submitted via app, website link, or QR code. Upon arriving at school, the following process will occur:

• Monitors will be at each school entrance and will verify the completion of the health questionnaire prior to 
students being allowed to enter the building.

• Students who forget to complete the health certification process will be screened at the door and their 
parents will be notified. 

• Students who do not pass this screening will immediately be directed to follow district quarantine 
procedures. 

Bus Cleaning Procedures

Bus drivers will clean the bus after each route during their routine child checks. Drivers will use a district-approved 
and supplied disinfectant to spray each seat, handrail, and bus control as well as other fixtures that are exposed to 
constant contact by passengers.

In the event that a passenger has tested positive for COVID-19, or is found to have similar symptoms and fails 
their daily health questionnaire, the bus will be taken out of rotation for 24 hours and will undergo a thorough 
deep cleaning by Septran.

Passenger Safety Precautions

Face Coverings
Drivers, monitors and students are required to wear a mask at all times. Each bus will have disposable masks 
available for students who forget or lose their mask. Face shields will be made available to students who have 
a corresponding medical need and cannot wear a mask. Failure by the student to properly wear the mask will 
endanger the health and safety of other passengers and will be addressed through collaboration with the 
student’s parents/guardians and/or through progressive discipline.

Sanitization
District 115 strongly requests that each child wash their hands prior to leaving home and bring along with them a 
small bottle of hand sanitizer, if possible.

Ventilation
Each bus will have open windows (weather dependent) to allow for proper ventilation for all passengers. 
Depending on the medical needs of passengers, buses transporting special education students will have either 
open windows or fans operating to allow for proper ventilation.
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Curriculum & Assessment

District 115 will continue to follow the Learning and Grading Plan that was 
approved in 2016.

• Learning and Grading Plan
• Assessment Calendar
• E-learning Standards - These standards will be the priority in the 

event that the district moves to a restricted scenario. 

Instruction

• Learning Model
• Dreambox – An online adaptive math learning for K-8 students
• Raz Plus – An online ELA resource for K-6 students  
• Lexia – An online ELA resource used for interventions with K-6 

students

Dual Language

The Dual Language program will continue to follow the district grade-
level curriculum, with content delivery in English and Spanish. Students 
will be grouped with their grade-level peers. Questions can be directed to 
the Coordinator of Bilingual and English Learner Services Mike Camp at 
mcamp@y115.org.

All students will be 
expected to engage 
in learning activities 
that support the 
priority standards 
in the district’s 
curriculum.

Academics

https://www.y115.org/domain/1482
https://www.y115.org/Page/3365
https://drive.google.com/file/d/179arQzNS_jEnFaiKt0hpHT3EmfFIGVoC/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/179arQzNS_jEnFaiKt0hpHT3EmfFIGVoC/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VLP3eX1BRqfwLIcW3Ly8pkbqtAveN_PH/view
https://www.dreambox.com/video/empowering-educators
https://sites.google.com/y115.org/raz-pluscom/home
http://lexialearning.com
mailto:mcamp%40y115.org?subject=
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Special Education / 504 Plans

All students with an IEP will be provided with a plan that supports their individual needs; that plan will be 
communicated directly with affected families. Service providers for students in early childhood through grade 
eight are encouraged to provide push-in services as much as possible; however, small groups of students may 
be pulled for intervention, support, and related services in relation to their IEP minutes. At the high school level, 
certified and non-certified staff may work with students in small group settings, both in and out of the general 
education classroom. IEP and 504 meetings may be held via Zoom. Questions can be directed to the Associate 
Superintendent of Student and Business Services Dr. Pete Marcelo at pmarcelo@y115.org.

mailto:pmarcelo@y115.org
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Technology

Support
Employees will encourage students to submit their own technology requests/concerns through the 
studentsupport@y115.org email to allow for better quality control and response by the technology department.   

Devices
Each kindergarten student will receive a Chrome Tablet. Students in grades 1-3 will retain their Chromebooks 
from last school year unless due for a new device. Students in grades 4-12 were provided Chromebooks last 
school year; new students in these grade levels will be included in this year’s distribution process. The majority of 
the desktop computers in the district’s elementary schools were removed to limit the communal use of electronic 
computer stations. However, due to the software requirements for some specialized elective classes, shared 
computers will be necessary. In this case, strict sanitation guidelines must be followed. At YHS, computer bars, 
student stations, and supplemental computers in individual classrooms have been removed. 

Learning Management Systems (LMS)
In an effort to provide consistent and streamlined modes of communication from school to home, the following 
platforms will be used: 

• SeeSaw (K-2)
• Google Classroom (3-6)
• Canvas (7-12)

Resources and Supports  
• The district has a subscription to Screencastify for all students. 
• The Canvas parent portal will be open for grades 7-12 to ensure active parent/guardian engagement in the 

learning process.

Frequently Asked Questions

1. Is there an expectation to meet in small groups during on-site learning or will students stay at their 
desks? Yes, teachers will still be expected to offer small group instruction, as long as physical distancing 
protocols are followed and the work space is sanitized between groups. Face coverings will be required. 

2. Will there be district and state assessments this year? District 115 plans to administer state assessments 
following ISBE guidelines. Until further guidance is provided by either the district and/or state, all students will 
participate in the assessments outlined in the Board of Education approved assessment calendar.

mailto:studentsupport@y115.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WiSf-Zx6IRNBRXH0oJWUVRBFatRrG8Cj2MC-EDvGkho/edit
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Athletics & Activities
The state of Illinois moved to Phase 5 as a part of the Restore Illinois pandemic relief plan on June 11, 2021. As a 
result of the move to Phase 5, many IHSA sports and activities have greater autonomy in scheduling, as well as in 
hosting fans. Some highlights of the move to Phase 5 include:
 
• All IHSA sports can now schedule contests/meets with and against any other high school in the state, as well 

as with out-of-state opponents.
• There are no longer any spectator limitations. All IHSA host venues, indoor and outdoor, may host fans at 

100% capacity.
• Masks are no longer required for student-athletes, coaches, and officials while participating in outdoor sports.

On August 4, the IDPH updated the All-Sports Policy that requires masks to be worn for all indoor IHSA athletic 
events regardless of individual’s vaccination status. The mask directive is for indoor athletic events and applies to 
student-athletes, coaches, officials, game personal and fans. 

In accordance with Illinois Department of Health All Sports Policy (IPDH), Yorkville Middle School and Yorkville 
High School will follow the health and safety guidelines established by the ISBE, IHSA, and IDPH. 

Self-Certification Process
• All Student-Athletes, Coaches, Athletic Trainers, Athletic Directors, and other staff will complete a daily self 

certification before a workout or competition. The link to the self-certification will be emailed to participants 
daily to be completed prior to entering school facilities. 

• Athletic department staff will check students’ self-certification and keep attendance logs of all participants. 

Water
• Students should bring their own water bottle/drink 
• Touchless water coolers will be available at sporting events for athletes to fill bottles or individual cups will be 

provided  

Transportation
• We will use both yellow buses and mini buses for transportation to events. We will make every effort to keep 

social distance on the bus and masks will be required by everyone. Parents will be able to drive students to 
and from meets by completing the transportation release form.

• Seating Charts will be maintained by the coaches with the use of assigned seats (same seats to and from 
contests). Coaches will take a picture of where students sit to and from contests. 

Spectators at Athletic Events
• At this time, all spectators will be required to complete the visitor self-certification survey prior to entering 

school facilities for all events. If a spectator does not complete the survey in advance, they will be manually 
certified by event staff prior to entering.

• Spectators will be required to follow mask wearing procedures as determined by District #115. At this time,  
mask wearing is optional for spectating events outdoors. 

Concessions at Sporting Events
• Concessions will be available at athletic events. Hand Sanitizer and hand washing stations will be made 

available to individuals choosing to eat concession items.

Entry Fees for Spectators
• Spectators for events that normally require an entry fee will again be charged. 
• $5.00 for adults and $2.00 for students

http://dph.illinois.gov/covid19/community-guidance/sports-safety-guidance
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Sport Specific Mitigations 
• Sport specific mitigation strategies developed by the IHSA will be adhered to. Those are linked here. 

COVID-19 mitigations for IHSA activities and  sports are available in the terms and conditions document for 
each individual sport/activity. For a directory of each IHSA activity/sport webpage, click here.  

Health and Safety Protocols
• If a student-athlete becomes ill during a camp they will be taken to a designated area away from others. If 

required and one is available, the school nurse will assess the individual while wearing the required Personal 
Protective Equipment.  

Safe Areas include:
1. Option 1 - Outside if weather is nice
2. YMS - YMS Health Office or Main Office Conference Room
3. YHS - Door 16 Mud Room or YHS Main Office Conference Room
4. YHSA - Main Office Conference Room

Facility and Equipment Cleaning and Disinfecting
Cleaning and disinfecting protocols outlined in the ISBE/IDPH guidance documents will be followed, including but 
not limited to:

• Adequate cleaning will be scheduled before and after each group of athletes using a facility space.
• Approved cleaning and disinfectant products will be used. For example, the district approved disinfectant 

spray will be used on shared equipment. 
• Hand Sanitizer, with at least 60% alcohol, will be available for each workout group.
• Locker Rooms will be disinfected with spray in-between use. For example, between games/teams the locker 

spaces will be disinfected.  

Athletic Lockers and Equipment Cleaning
• Lockers - We will provide lockers for any athletes that need them. Student-athletes that can store equipment 

in their cars will be encouraged to. Students will be spaced out 3 feet apart in the locker rooms.
• Personal Equipment - Each player will be required to clean their helmets and/or other personal equipment 

with a disinfectant wipe at the conclusion of every practice.

https://www.ihsa.org/Resources/COVID-19
https://www.ihsa.org/Sports-Activities
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2021-2022 Scheduling Committee
Team Leads: Dr. Nick Baughman, David Travis, Tom Shuman, Emily Lech

 

Overview of the 2021-2022 Schedule 

Guiding Principles
The guiding principles were developed to ensure that schedules are connected to the D115 Strategic Plan 
and aligned with D115 values.

o Flexibility, Choice, and Personalization
o Social Emotional Well-Being
o Collaboration, Engagement
o Positive Culture and Climate
o Learning and Accountability Focused

Rationale

The scheduling team's priority is to develop a schedule that meets the academic and emotional needs of the 
whole child. It is difficult to predict the social and emotional toll the COVID-19 pandemic had on students, 
however we believe that putting supports in place to support the emotional well-being of students is a necessity. 
Therefore, the team is recommending an increase in the amount of dedicated time for Social and Emotional 
Learning (SEL) as well as time for students to participate in additional recess. To support SEL D115 elementary 
schools will start with a daily morning meeting. During the morning meeting, teachers will focus on the topics 
that teach positive character traits, kindness, and emotional management. Teachers will be supported by having 
access to a SEL resource called Second Step along with other materials such as SEL mentor texts. The morning 
meeting will have an effect on scheduling and require that specials start 15 minutes after arrival to prioritize this 
SEL block.  Subsequently, starting in 2021, Second Step will no longer be taught in the physical education class. 
This adds back 30 minutes of movement into PE. The increase of physical exercise and learning outdoors is part 
of the whole child approach. The goal is to embed these new norms to ensure a consistent and equitable learning 
experience across the district.

To address academic learning loss, the scheduling committee increased the amount of time that the intermediate 
grades spend in the content area of math. Data indicates that math proficiency levels decreased during the 
pandemic more than English Language Arts. The committee believes that an increase in math minutes alone will 
not sufficiently close the learning loss gap and that additional training and supports are implemented and 
considered to support math achievement. Teacher professional development tied to current district math 
resources and our district framework will be embedded into the 2021-2022 school year to support teachers in 
this area
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Furthermore, a scheduled science block with regular opportunities for hands on activities/labs will be added.  A 
Social Studies and English Language Arts integration will be investigated, researched, and developed 
throughout the 2021-22 with a target implementation of the 2022-23 school year. This will require cross-
curricular alignment, the development of interdisciplinary units, a review of assessments, and an evaluation of 
resources.  

Lastly, the scheduling committee is investigating ways to increase monthly collaboration time embedded into 
the school day to support teachers and school teams with instructional practices, data analysis, and 
differentiation. During this time, students will participate in a variety of engaging activities and experiences. 

Daily Instructional Minutes

Kindergarten

ELA
Social
Studies Science Math RTI Special/PE SEL Recess

2019-2020 90
Integrated
into ELA

Integrated
into ELA 30 15 25 0 0

2020-2021 50
Integrated
into ELA

Integrated
into ELA 25 20 25 10 15

2021-2022 70
Integrated
into ELA

Integrated
into ELA 35 20 25 15 15

Grades 1, 2, 3

ELA
Social
Studies Science Math RTI Special PE SEL Recess Lunch

2019-2020 150 45 45 70 30 45 30 0 20 20

2020-2021 130 integrated integrated 70 40 40 30 10 40 30

2021-2022 130

40 40

70 30 45 30 15 40 20
Alternating

Instructional Units

Grades 4 and 5

ELA
Social
Studies Science Math RTI Special PE SEL Recess Lunch

2019-2020 150 45 45 70 30 45 30 0 20 20

2020-2021 130 30 30 70 30 40 30 10 30 30

2021-2022 130

40 40

85 25 45 30 15 30 20
Alternating

Instructional Units
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Grades 6

ELA
Social
Studies Science Math RTI Special PE SEL Recess Lunch

2019-2020 90 45 45 75 30 40 30 0 20 20

2020-2021 80 40 40 80 30 40 30 10 20 30

2021-2022 90 45 45 90 25 40 30 15 20 20

Sample Elementary Schedule
First Grade Student Example

Embeds Transition Time

8:25-8:40 Arrival and Morning Meeting *

8:40-9:25 Special (art, ILT, music, flex-core)

9:30-11:10 English Language Arts

11:10-11:40 PE

11:40-12:20 Lunch and Recess

12:20-1:30 Math

1:30-2:00 RTI

2:00-2:20 Recess

2:20-3:25 English Language Arts
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Sample Elementary Schedule
4th and 5th Grade Student Example

Embeds transition time

8:35-8:50 Arrival and Morning Meeting

8:50-9:50 ELA

9:50-10:20 PE

10:20-11:20 Math

11:20-12:00 Lunch and Recess

12:00-12:25 Math

12:25:12:50 RtI

12:50-1:30 Science OR  Social Studies

1:30-1:40 Recess

1:40-2:25 Specials: Art, Music, ILT, Flex-Core (4th grade only)

2:25-3:35 ELA

Sample Elementary Schedule
6th Grade Student Example

Embeds Transition Time

8:35-8:50 Arrival and Morning Meeting

8:50-9:30 6th Grade Music, Art, ILT

9:30-11:00 6th Grade ELA

11:00-11:40 6th Grade Recess and Lunch

11:40-1:10 6th Grade Math

1:10-1:35 6th Grade RtI

1:35-2:05 6th Grade PE

2:05-3:35 6th Grade Science/Social Studies
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2021-2022 Scheduling Committee
Team Leads: Dr. Nick Baughman, David Travis, Tom Shuman, Emily Lech

Overview of 2021-2022 Middle School Schedule 

Maintaining the Middle School Philosophy

With the 2021-2022 master schedule, Yorkville Middle School will continue its dedication to the 
middle school philosophy by prioritizing a team approach for all students. Each grade level will consist 
of three teams of roughly equal size. Teams will be made up of one social studies teacher and one 
science teacher. Each team will also have two math and two ELA teachers assigned to the team.

Additionally, the Advisory period will continue to be a part of every student’s day. This period will be 
27 minutes in length, and will provide a consistent adult with whom students can connect and seek 
support. Advisory period is where the district social-emotional curriculum, Second Step, will be 
facilitated. Students will also engage in two days of Dreambox and two days of independent reading. 
Advisory time is also a time for students to review grades, check in with teachers, and connect with 
peers.

Changes to Daily Instructional Minutes

In order to address student growth and achievement needs, changes to daily instructional minutes are 
necessary. Math class will increase by 21 minutes a day as compared to the 2020-2021 school year to 
now be a 63 minute class period. In order to capture those minutes, the English Language Arts double 
period will be reduced from 84 minutes daily to 63 minute daily.

Rationale 

Common Advisory

Advisory in a middle school is a critical component of the middle school philosophy that 
promotes relationships between students and a consistent teacher as well as social-emotional 
learning and opportunities for students with each other.

A common advisory period is proposed school-wide for 2021-2022. Having a common advisory 
period across all teams and grade levels will support the implementation of the Tier 1 social 
emotional curriculum, Second Step.

Additionally, advisory time is used for students to review grades, check-in with teachers, and 
goal set. A common advisory time provides students access to all of their teachers, including 
elective and PE teachers, in order to seek support.
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Advisory time also provides opportunities for other whole school initiatives such as the ONE YMS 
initiative, which teaches the four cornerstones of Respect, Safety, Empathy, and Responsibility and what 
it means to demonstrate these qualities across the entire school community.

Core Flex Team Time

Middle school philosophy focuses on the team approach to teaching and learning. In 2020-2021 a “Core 
Team Flex Time” approach was implemented which allowed teams of teachers to meet and collaborate 
in order to adjust instructional minutes to meet the needs of students, classes, and learning activities.

The schedule for 2021-2022 is designed to provide the flexibility for teams to continue to identify needs 
for students and content and adjust to meet those needs. Teachers across the interdisciplinary team 
regularly meet, as well as within content PLCs, to review data and lessons in order to inform decisions 
for future class periods. While the large block of Core Flex Team Time is no longer available for the 
2021-2022 school year, there are still times during core instruction the entire team of students will be 
with core content teachers, and those periods can therefore be flexed as needed.

Instructional Minutes (Math and ELA)

The review of student performance data is a regular practice at Yorkville Middle School. Administrators, 
Building Leadership, Student Services, and teacher teams use standardized assessment data, as well as 
local outcome assessment data, to identify appropriate instructional adjustments and interventions. The 
recommendation for 2021-2022 based on the review of this data is to increase math minutes to
sixty-three (63) each day. In order to facilitate the increase in minutes to math, the minutes for ELA will 
be reduced to sixty-three (63) minutes from the previous eighty-four (84) minutes.

Daily Staff Collaboration Time

Each core interdisciplinary team will have allocated time each day to meet with each other. This time is
used to discuss teaching and learning, student needs, and academic and behavioral interventions. Team
time also provides teacher teams opportunities to collaborate with members of Student Services and
YMS Administration in order to make instructional decisions in the best interest of the students.
Recognizing the value of this collaboration time for all staff, in the 2021-2022 school year the
Exploratory content areas, PE, and Special Education teams will have common collaboration time on a
daily basis.
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2021-2022 Bell Schedule

Period 1 - Advisory 7:30 - 7:57

Period 2 8:00 - 8:42

Period 3 8:45 - 9:27

Period 4 9:30 - 10:12

Period 5 10:15 - 10:57

Periods 6, 7, and 8

7-1 and 8-1 7-2 and 8-2 7-3 and 8-3

Lunch (Period 6)

11:00 - 11:30
Period 6

11:00 - 11:42
Period 6

11:00 - 11:42

Period 7
11:33 - 12:15

Lunch (Period 7)

11:45 - 12:15
Period 7

11:45 - 12:27

Period 8
12:18 - 1:00

Period 8
12:18 - 1:00

Lunch (Period 8)

12:30 - 1:00

Period 9 1:03 - 1:45

Period 10 1:48 - 2:30

Daily Instructional Minutes

While the structure of the bell schedule will return to the previous structure, there will be a change in
instructional minutes for math and ELA, which will be addressed within the core teams’ periods. A
breakdown of instructional minutes for each content area is outlined in the table below.

Advisory Math ELA Science Social Studies Electives/PE

2019-2020 27 42 84 42 42 42

2020-2021 20 40 80 40 40 40

2021-2022 27 63 63 42 42 42
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2021-2022 Scheduling Committee
Team Leads: Dr. Nick Baughman, David Travis, Tom Shuman, Emily Lech

Overview of the 2021-2022 High School Schedule 
Yorkville High School has designed a Flexible Modified A/C/B Block Schedule that affords the opportunity for
students for the delivery learning experience in both longer (90 minutes) and shorter (48 minutes) blocks of
instructional time.  This schedule recaptures 97% of the instructional time of the 2020-21 daily bell schedule
with the added benefits of 60 minutes of weekly Advisory and 110 minutes of weekly student Flex time aimed
to reconnect students to adult advocates and peers, rebuild school culture and pride, and provide opportunities
for support and/or pursuits of interests.  Finally, the schedule incorporates 90 minutes per week of dedicated
staff collaboration time that will focus on student learning, growth, and results.

The schedule maintains seven instructional periods meaning that students can still take up to
seven different instructional courses each semester. Students may pursue up to eight courses if they selected
either a Block 0 option (early bird),a Block 5 option (flexible virtual), or nine courses per semester if selecting
both.
➔ Monday & Thursdays (A Days)

◆ Three 90 minute instructional blocks
◆ One 90 minute Advisory (30 minutes)/Flex Block (55 minutes) or Collaboration (FOX/DEN

Depts)
◆ 50 minute Lunch (25 minutes)/Office Hours(25 minutes) block (4)

➔ Tuesday & Friday (B Days)
◆ Four 90 minute Instructional blocks
◆ 50 minute Lunch (25 minutes)/Office Hours(25 minutes) block (4)

➔ Wednesday (C Days)
◆ Seven 48 minute instructional blocks
◆ 50 minute Lunch (25 minutes)/Office Hours(25 minutes) block (4)

➔ Block 0 (Early Bird) - meets A/B Days only
◆ 57 minute instructional blocks (4 days per week)

➔ Block 5 (Flexible/Virtual) - Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
◆ 76 minute Instructional blocks (3 per week)

Lunch/Office Hours Block
The schedule will operate with four assigned 25 minute lunch periods opposite of four 25 minute open Office 
Hour periods similar to the 2020-2021 school year.  This configuration would mean that during this time of the 
school day, approximately one quarter of our student body is at lunch, one quarter of the student body will be 
able to access available teachers during office hours, with the remaining half of the student body in class. 
Teachers’ scheduled Lunch/Office Hours can alternate each day within a given Lunch/Office block for the 
semester in order to provide greater access to students.  Moreover, to remain within the established contractual 
minutes, teachers will only have four office hours per week. This configuration will prohibit some students 
having daily access to their teacher; however, access can still be attained before/after school, or during weekly 
Flex time. All students will have Open Campus with Off-Campus privileges being earned for some that are 
supported with parent permission.

Advisory/Flex Block
Students will be assigned to a twice weekly advisory block that will focus on rebuilding school culture and
climate; reconnecting students to peers, to adults, and to Yorkville High School, supporting the whole-child’s
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social emotional health and well-being. Each advisory block will have two adult mentors assigned to a group of
approximately 24 students that will meet on A Days. Dependent on collaboration assignment, staff members
will facilitate the advisory once per week with students attending twice per week (attendance will be required).
Periodically, the advisory time will be allocated to deliver developmental guidance activities and to develop
executive functioning skills. In addition, it is the desire that each advisory group will have several trained
student mentors to help co-facilitate the weekly advisory time.

Each week, students will have two dedicated Flex blocks (55 minutes). The Flex block serves as an opportunity
for students to seek help or assistance, engage in school activities/assemblies, and/or pursue personal
enrichment or interest. Flex block will operate as an open campus experience based on a system of earned
privilege.  Teachers/staff not engaged in weekly collaboration will be expected to report to an assigned
classroom/area and be available to support students. Staff may assign students to receive targeted interventions,
academic support, and/or receive case management support during the Flex block. Students will also have
access to DEN Tutoring/Testing Centers, Open Labs (STEM, Art, Science, Food, Wellness Center), and
Enrichment/Interest (for example, performance rehearsals) Activities.  Due to the importance of reconnecting
all students to school, time for school sponsored Clubs/Activities will be allocated on a monthly rotating
schedule.

Finally, students may earn off-campus privileges that are supported by parental permission during Flex time that
will be reviewed periodically.

Collaboration (FOX TEAMS)
As a means to meet the emergent needs of our learners in the coming school years, consistent, dedicated, and
ample teacher/staff collaboration time will be essential to meet the challenge.  This schedule affords the
opportunity to create one 90 minute dedicated collaboration block per week.  Weekly collaboration empowers
teams of teachers to focus on students’ learning, growth, and results supported by the department chair.
Staff will be expected to:
● use student performance data to drive instruction improvements, develop targeted

interventions/supports, enrichment activities, Flex time assignments, closing skill gaps, etc.
● operate as a professional learning team to develop responsive teaching and assessment strategies based

upon student feedback.
● allocate periodic times towards vertical teaming and horizontal cross-curricular collaboration.
● implement strategies and practices specifically outlined in yearly Department Improvement Plans (SIP).

Wednesday collaboration time (2:45 - 3:30) will be allocated to monthly Department meetings,
District/Building wide Professional Development, Faculty meetings, and Teacher Work Time.

Block 0 (Early Bird)/Block 5 (Virtual/Flexible)
An Early Bird course option (Block 0) will continue to be available to students who choose to take additional
coursework and/or as an opportunity to provide scheduling flexibility.  Block 0 (47 minutes) will be a five day
per week option that will run on A and B days only. Currently, YHS only offers Applied Personal Fitness (APF)
as a Block 0 option.

As a means to optimize staff and student flexibility, interested staff can propose a flexible virtual course offering
(Block 5) that will operate as a fully virtual experience. Course offerings will be based on matching staff
interest to student enrollment interest.  Block 5 offerings can blend (synchronously/asynchronously)
engagement.  The synchronous times are flexible to the needs of the staff member, but must be established in
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advance and are fixed for the duration of the course.  Self-Paced delivery options are possible and desired.  
Staff can deliver and students will engage in the course virtually.  Required training and professional 
development is expected.

Rationale
The chart below depicts the three major outcomes and the guiding question that outlined the team’s tasks. The 
five broad guiding principles, stakeholder feedback and design team’s values served as the primary driver of the 
schedule recommendation.  The team’s arrival at the final concept was the result of a process of continuous 
improvement, constructive feedback, and compromise. Highlighted in yellow in the table below depicts the 
alignment of the design elements to the principles and values.

2021-2022 Bell Schedule

Displayed above is the proposed 2021-22 Yorkville High School Daily Bell Schedule.  The red highlighted cells 
indicating Block 0. The yellow highlighted cells indicate advisory blocks with the green cells indicating Flex 
block.  The Orange cells indicate Lunch/Office Hours. Finally, the purple cells indicate Block 5.
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Instructional
periods

(students)

Instruction
al minutes
per period

Advisory
(SEL)

Total
Instructional
Minutes per

day

Total Instructional
minutes per 5 day

week

Lunch
(daily / 5

day
week)

Access
(F:ex) (daily

/ 5 day
week)

Office
Hours

(daily / 5
day week)

2019-
2020

7 47 0 329 1,645 25 / 125 25 / 125 0

2020-
2021

7 85 0 297.5 1487.5 30 / 150 85 / 425 30 / 150

2021-
2022

7 90 (2) 48
(1)

30(2) / 60 331 1,656 25 / 125 55(2) / 110 25 / 125

The Flexible Block schedule adds nearly 34 minutes back to the daily instructional minutes when compared to 
the 20-21 schedule.  The weekly recapture of instructional minutes is nearly 169 minutes. It is important to 
note that the 21-22 schedule embeds 60 minutes a week towards students’ social emotional
well-being and academic advising.  Ultimately, 97% of the instructional time focused on academic coursework 
was restored to 2019-20 levels.  Pasted below is a sample student schedule (the sample does not include a Block 
0 or Block 5 option).

Daily Instructional Minutes (students)
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Yorkville Community Unit School District 115
ASSESSMENT CALENDAR 2021-2022

Universal Screeners

GRADE
LEVEL(S) ASSESSMENT DATES DESCRIPTION

K
aimswebPlus
Early Literacy

Letter Naming Fluency (LNF)
Letter Word Sound Fluency (LWSF)

August 26  – September 17

Letter Naming Fluency (LNF)
Letter Word Sound Fluency (LWSF)

Phoneme Segmentation (PS)
January 3 – January 21

Letter Naming Fluency (LNF)
Letter Word Sound Fluency (LWSF)

Phoneme Segmentation** (PS)
April 11 – May 6

This universal screening tool measures and
monitors progress of early literacy skills.

**Students scoring below the 50th pct
nationally on Phoneme Segmentation in
Winter will be assessed on PS again in

Spring.

1 aimswebPlus
Early Literacy

Oral Reading Fluency (ORF)
August 26  – September 17

Oral Reading Fluency (ORF)
January 3 – January 21

Oral Reading Fluency (ORF)
April 11 – May 6

This universal screening tool measures and
monitors progress of general reading

ability, fluency, pronunciation, and words
read per minute.

.

2-3 aimswebPlus
Reading

Oral Reading Fluency (ORF)
Vocabulary

Reading Comprehension
August 26  – September 17

Oral Reading Fluency (ORF)
Vocabulary

Reading Comprehension
January 3 – January 21

Oral Reading Fluency (ORF)
Vocabulary

Reading Comprehension
April 11 – May 6

This universal screening tool measures and
monitors progress of general reading

ability, fluency, pronunciation, and words
read per minute.

4-6 aimswebPlus
Reading

Vocabulary
Reading Comprehension

Silent Reading Fluency (SRF)
August 26  – September 17

Vocabulary
Reading Comprehension

Silent Reading Fluency (SRF)
January 3 – January 21

Vocabulary
Reading Comprehension

Silent Reading Fluency (SRF)
April 11 – May 6

This universal screening tool measures and
monitors progress of general reading

ability, fluency, pronunciation, and words
read per minute

**The ORF measure may be used at
teacher discretion at any time.

***Students may also be assessed again
on any single measure at teacher

discretion.
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Yorkville Community Unit School District 115
ASSESSMENT CALENDAR 2021-2022

7-8 aimswebPlus
Reading

Vocabulary
Reading Comprehension

Silent Reading Fluency (SRF)
August 26  – September 17

Vocabulary
Reading Comprehension

Silent Reading Fluency (SRF)
January 3 – January 21

Vocabulary
Reading Comprehension

Silent Reading Fluency (SRF)
April 11 – May 6

This universal screening tool measures and
monitors progress of general reading

ability, fluency, pronunciation, and words
read per minute.

** Students may also be assessed again on
any single measure at teacher discretion.

K aimswebPlus
Early Numeracy

Number Naming Fluency
Quantity Total Fluency

Concepts & Applications
August 26  – September 10

Number Naming Fluency
Quantity Total Fluency

Concepts & Applications
January 3 – January 21

Number Naming Fluency
Quantity Total Fluency

Concepts & Applications
April 11 – May 6

This universal screening tool measures and
monitors progress of numeracy skills.

1 aimswebPlus
Early Numeracy

Number Comparison Fluency-Pairs
Math Facts Fluency-One Digit

Concepts & Applications
August 26  – September 17

Number Comparison Fluency-Pairs
Math Facts Fluency-One Digit

Concepts & Applications
January 3 – January 21

Number Comparison Fluency-Pairs
Math Facts Fluency-One Digit

Concepts & Applications
April 11 – May 6

This universal screening tool measures and
monitors progress of numeracy skills

2-8 aimswebPlus
Math

Number Comparison Fluency
Mental Computation Fluency

Concepts & Applications
August 26  – September 17

Number Comparison Fluency
Mental Computation Fluency

Concepts & Applications
January 3 – January 21

Number Comparison Fluency
Mental Computation Fluency

Concepts & Applications
April 11 – May 6

This universal screening tool measures and
monitors progress of numeracy skills

2, 4 CogAT
(Cognitive Abilities Test) November 8 – November 19

The Cognitive Abilities Test measures a
student's verbal and quantitative reasoning
skills. The results are used as an indicator
for gifted and talented identification.
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Yorkville Community Unit School District 115
ASSESSMENT CALENDAR 2021-2022

Diagnostic Assessments

GRADE
LEVEL(S) ASSESSMENT DATES DESCRIPTION

K

Developmental Reading
Assessment

(DRA2)
Level 4:Oral Reading Accuracy

and Comprehension

April 25  – May 6

With demonstrated reliability and
validity, the DRA2 for grades K-8

measures reading accuracy, fluency,
and comprehension.

K-2
Developmental Reading

Assessment
(DRA2)

*The DRA2 assessment is given
at teacher discretion based on
demonstrated student need.

With demonstrated reliability and
validity, the DRA2 for grades K-8

measures reading accuracy, fluency,
and comprehension.

K-6 Running Records

Please refer to the District Guided
Reading Document for frequency

of running records by
developmental level.

A Running Record is a tool that
assesses a student’s reading

performance and identifies patterns in
student reading behaviors. These

patterns show the strategies a student
uses to make meaning of individual

words and texts as a whole.

1-6 STAR Reading

August 26 – September 17
December 1 – January 7

April 4 – May 6

*The Fall, Winter and Spring
STAR Reading Assessments are

optional.They may be given at
building/teacher discretion when

additional data is needed.

The STAR program assesses a
student’s overall reading achievement.

It provides a student’s grade
equivalent, percentile rank, estimated

oral reading fluency, scaled score,
instructional reading level, and zone of
proximal development. It also provides

tips to maximize a student’s reading
growth.

K-8 Measure of Academic Progress
(MAP)

August 26 – September 10
January 10 – January 28

April 19 – May 20th
*The fall assessment window is
for all students in grades K-8 as
well as any new student to Y115.

This diagnostic tool is designed to
assess students’ strengths and

weaknesses in reading, language, and
math.

8-11 Preliminary SAT (PSAT) Suite of
Assessments

PSAT/NMSQT (Grade 10 & 11)
October 13

PSAT 8/9 & PSAT10 - April 13-29

The PSAT Suite of Assessments help
students and teachers determine areas
of focus for college readiness. It tests
the same skills and knowledge as the
SAT, PSAT/NMSQT and PSAT 10.  

9-11
Preliminary SAT (PSAT) Suite of

Assessments - Practice
Administration

PSAT 8/9 - freshmen
PSAT 10 - sophomores

SAT11 - juniors
Fall (September 15)
Spring (February 9)

The PSAT Suite of Assessments help
students and teachers determine areas
of focus for college readiness. It tests
the same skills and knowledge as the
SAT, PSAT/NMSQT and PSAT 10.  
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Yorkville Community Unit School District 115
ASSESSMENT CALENDAR 2021-2022

State Required Assessments

GRADE
LEVEL(S) ASSESSMENT DATES DESCRIPTION

Pre-K
(Ages 3-5) TS Gold

November 19
March 4
June 3

TS Gold is an observational tool
that follows widely held

expectations for birth to third
grade across 9 domains. Data

is collected three times per
year.

Pre-K
(Ages 3-5) Pre-IPT Oral – English

The test is administered when a
new student is

enrolled in the district Pre-K
program, and indicates another

language besides English is
spoken in the home.

This English Language (EL)
proficiency screener is used to

determine eligibility for EL
services for new students.

K Kindergarten Individual
Developmental Survey

(KIDS)

40th Day: October 26
170th Day: May 31

KIDS is an observational tool
developed for Illinois educators

to collect school readiness
information .Data is collected on

the 40th and 170th attendance
day.

3-8 Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR)
(Online)

March 7 - April 22

This assessment measures
individual student achievement
relative to the Common Core
State Standards in Language

Arts/Literacy, and Mathematics.

5, 8, & 11 Illinois Science Assessment
(ISA) March 1 - April 29

This assessment measures
individual student achievement
relative to the Common Core
State Science Standards in

Science.

3-11 Dynamic Learning Maps – Alternate
Assessment
(DLM-AA)

March 16 - May 4

DLM-AA assessments are
designed for students with

significant cognitive disabilities
for whom general state
assessments are not

appropriate.

11 Scholastic Aptitude Test
(SAT)

April 13
Accommodations Window:

April 13 –- April 26
Makeup Date: April 26

Assessment given to all junior
level students.  All seniors will
either have a late arrival or no

school on this date.

The SAT is a measurement of
students' college and career

readiness in the content areas
of Reading, Mathematics, and

Writing.
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K-12 ACCESS for English Language
Learners January 26 - March 1

This Language Proficiency test
is administered to English

Language Learners.

K-12
English Language Proficiency Screener

K:  (WIDA-MODEL)
1-12: (WIDA Screener Online)

Administered when a new
student enrolls  in the district,

and indicates another language
besides English is spoken in the

home.

The English Language (EL)
proficiency screener is used to

determine eligibility for EL
services for new students.

Miscellaneous Assessments

GRADE
LEVEL(S) ASSESSMENT DATES DESCRIPTION

K-1 Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark
Assessment System, 3rd Edition

The assessment is given to all
students each quarter to

determine if students are reading
at grade level. This data point is
used to determine the rating on

the report card.

The Fountas & Pinnell (F&P)
Benchmark Assessment
System seamlessly links
assessment to instruction
along The Continuum of

Literacy Learning. This is a
one-on-one assessment that

systematically matches
students' instructional and

independent reading abilities
to the F&P Text Level

Gradient™.

2-8 Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark
Assessment System, 3rd Edition

The assessment is optionally
given to students whose

AIMSweb and/or MAP scores
indicating a need for further

testing.

The Fountas & Pinnell (F&P)
Benchmark Assessment
System seamlessly links
assessment to instruction
along The Continuum of

Literacy Learning. This is a
one-on-one assessment that

systematically matches
students' instructional and

independent reading abilities
to the F&P Text Level

Gradient™.

3-6 Accelerated Math Testing

April 25, 2022 – May 13, 2022
Optional assessment that may be

taken at the discretion of the
teacher, parent or student.

 Exam given to students at the
end of grades 3-6. Students
scoring above 80% and who

also meet additional
requirements are placed in
advanced math for the next

academic year.
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Yorkville Community Unit School District 115
ASSESSMENT CALENDAR 2021-2022

Dual Language Assessments

GRADE
LEVEL(S) ASSESSMENT DATES DESCRIPTION

1-8 LAS Links Español September 13 - October 7

LAS Links Español Online is a
research-based, Spanish

language proficiency
assessment that measures

the speaking, listening,
reading, writing, and

comprehension skills of K-12
students.

K-1 aimswebPlus
Spanish Syllable Reading Fluency

1st Grade
August 26 - September 17

Dec. 6  - January 14

Kindergarten
April 11 – May 6

This universal screening tool
measures and monitors

progress of general Spanish
syllable reading ability,

fluency, pronunciation, and
syllables read per minute.

1-5 aimswebPlus
Spanish Oral Reading Fluency

August 26 - September 17
Dec. 6  - January 14

April 11 – May 6

This universal screening tool
measures and monitors

progress of general Spanish
reading ability, fluency,

pronunciation, and words read
per minute.

K-1 aimswebPlus
Early Spanish Numeracy

Number Naming Fluency
Quantity Total Fluency

Concepts & Applications
August 26 - September 17

Number Naming Fluency
Quantity Total Fluency

Concepts & Applications
Dec. 6  - January 14

Number Naming Fluency
Quantity Total Fluency

Concepts & Applications
April 11 – May 6

This universal screening tool
measures and monitors

progress of Spanish numeracy
skills.

K-5 Developmental Reading Assessment
(DRA2) March 1 - May 13

With demonstrated reliability
and validity, the DRA2 for

grades K-5 measures reading
accuracy, fluency, and

comprehension.
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K-5 Evaluación de Desarrollo de la Lectura
(EDL2) March 1 - May 13

With demonstrated reliability
and validity, the EDL2 for

grades K-5 measures reading
accuracy, fluency, and

comprehension in Spanish.

K-6 English and Spanish Writing Samples August 26 - September 17
February 28 - March 18

Writing samples are used as
baseline data for writing

instruction. Both languages
are analyzed side by side for
instruction with the Spanish

and English dictado.

K-12 Access for ELLs January 26 - March 1

The ACCESS test is the
annual assessment for all

K-12 English Learners (ELs)
in the State of Illinois.

ACCESS scores are used to
assess student progress and
proficiency in English as well

as to help determine
placement in the EL program

the following school year.
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1

E-Learning Priority Standards
Kindergarten through 8th Grade
2021-2022 School Year

In the event of a school closure during the 2021-2022 school year, e-learning priority standards will be used to 
focus instruction on the curricular content that has been identified as the most necessary for student success. 
Those priority standards are detailed in this document for the four core content areas of English Language Arts
(ELA), math, social studies, and science in grades kindergarten through 8th.

Kindergarten

First Grade

Second Grade

Third Grade

Fourth Grade

Fifth Grade

Sixth Grade

Seventh Grade

Eighth Grade
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Kindergarten E-Learning Priority Standards 

Content D115 Component Common Core Report Card Language 

Math 
M.K.1.1: Students will count a group of 0-10 
objects with one to one correspondence. K.CC.4  

Count a group of 0-10 
objects 

M.K.1.4: Students will write numbers 0-10 K.CC.3  Write numbers 0-10 
    

ELA 

LA.K.1.1: Students will identify and name all 
upper and lowercase letters of the alphabet. RF.K.1d  

Apply grade level phonics 
by identifying letters and 
sounds 

LA.K.1.2: Students will print upper and lower 
case letters. LK.1a  

Apply grade level phonics 
by identifying letters and 
sounds 

LA.K.1.3: Students will identify primary sound 
for all upper and lowercase letters of the alphabet. RF.K.3a  

Apply grade level phonics 
by identifying letters and 
sounds 

LA.K.3.2: Speak audibly and express thoughts, 
feelings, and ideas clearly SL.K.6  
LA.K.3.4: Follow agreed-upon discussions while 
listening to others and taking turns speaking SL.K.1a  

LA.K.15.1-5: Text Reading Strategies 
RF.K.1a/1c/4/local/RL
.K.10/RI.K.10  

Apply Strategies to read 
emergent-reader texts with 
accuracy, purpose and 
understanding 

LA.K.16.1: Read orally high-frequency words RF.K.3c  
    

Social 
Studies 

SS.K.1.2: Students will explain the need for and 
purposes of rules in various settings, inside and 
outside of school. SS.CV.2.K 

Describe how rules effect 
people's lives.  

    

Science 

S.K.1.3: Students will analyze data to determine if 
a designed solution works as intended to change 
the speed or direction of an object with a push or 
pull. K-PS2-2 

Analyze how forces affect 
an object to determine why 
an object moves 

    

Specials 
Art Standard Music Standard ILT Standard 

VA.K.14.1: Create a narrative based artwork 
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First Grade E-Learning Priority Standards 

Content D115 Outcome Common Core Report Card Language 

Math 

M.1.1.1: Demonstrate addition within 10 to solve 
word problems using strategies including adding 
to, taking from, putting together, taking apart and 
comparing with unknowns in all positions. 1.OA.1 

Solve addition problems 
within 10 using strategies 

M.1.1.2: Demonstrate subtraction within 10 to 
solve word problems using strategies such as 
adding to, taking from, putting together, taking 
apart, and comparing with unknowns in all 
positions. 1.OA.1 

Solve subtraction problems 
within 10 using strategies 

    

ELA 

LA.1.1.1: Produce single-syllable words orally by 
blending sounds (phonemes), including consonant 
blends (ex. c-a-t and students say cat , b-l-a-ck and 
students say black ) RF.1.2b 

Demonstrate correct 
manipulation of spoken 
words, syllables and 
sounds 

LA 1.1.2: Produce single-syllable words orally by 
blending onsets and rimes (ex. c-at  
says cat, bl-ack says black). RF.1.2b 

Demonstrate correct 
manipulation of spoken 
words, syllables and 
sounds 

LA. 1.1.3: Isolate and pronounce initial, medial 
vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in spoken 
single-syllable words onset fluency, identifying 
final sounds, identifying medial sounds RF.1.2.c 

Demonstrate correct 
manipulation of spoken 
words, syllables and 
sounds 

LA.1.1.4: Segment spoken single-syllable words 
into their complete sequence of 
individual sounds/phonemes (ex. cat and students 
say c-a-t, black and 
students say b-l-a-ck). RF.1.2.d 

Demonstrate correct 
manipulation of spoken 
words, syllables and 
sounds 

LA.1.1.5: Substitute and delete initial phonemes 
in single syllable words local 

Demonstrate correct 
manipulation of spoken 
words, syllables and 
sounds 

LA.1.3.1: Use agreed-upon rules for discussion SL.1.1b  

LA.1.4.1: Decode regularly spelled one-syllable 
CVC words in a sentence. RF.1.3.b 

Apply basic phonics skills 
to decode and spell words 
including those with short 
vowels, blends. 

LA.1.4.2: Decode regularly spelled one-syllable 
words containing initial and final consonant 
blends RF.1.3.b 

Apply basic phonics skills 
to decode and spell words 
including those with short 
vowels, blends. 

LA.1.5.3: Describe characters, settings, and major 
events in sequence within a story using key 
details./1.15.1 RL.1.3/RF.1.4a 

Read with Sufficient 
accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension 
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LA.1.14.1: Read grade level appropriate 
irregularly spelled (high frequency) words RF.1.3.g 

Recognize and Read grade-
level appropriate 
irregularly spelled words 

LA.1.15.1: Read grade-level text with purpose and 
understanding. RF.1.4a 

Read with Sufficient 
accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension 

LA.1.15.2: Read grade-level text orally with 
accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. 

RF.1.4b 

Read with Sufficient 
accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension 

LA.1.15.4: Read prose and poetry or appropriate 
complexity for first grade with prompting and 
support RL.1.10  
LA.1.15.5: Read informational texts of 
appropriate complexity for first grade RI.1.10  

    

Social 
Studies 

S.1.1.1: Explain how all people, not just official 
leaders, play important roles in a community. SS.CV.1.1 

Understand the roles and 
functions of a community 

S.1.1.2: Identify and explain how rules function in 
various settings, inside and outside of school SS.CV.2.1 

Understand the roles and 
functions of a community 

    

Specials 
Art Standard Music Standard ILT Standard 

VA.1.2.1: Use a sketchbook to create preliminary 
sketches and ideas   
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Second Grade E-Learning Priority Standards 

Content D115 Outcome Common Core Report Card Language 

Math 

M.2.2.1: Add and subtract within 20 using mental 
strategies. 2.OA.B.2  

 
Add fluently within 20 
using mental strategies 
(Q1) 

M.2.3.1: Add and subtract fluently within 100 
using strategies based on place value, properties 
of operations, and/or the relationship between 
addition and subtraction 2.NBT.B.5 

Add and subtract within 
100 using the concept of 
place value (Q2) 

M.2.3.2: Solve one- and two-step addition word 
problems within 100 involving situations of 
adding to, putting together, and comparing with 
unknowns in all positions 2.OA.A.1 

Add and subtract within 
100 using the concept of 
place value  

 
   

ELA 

LA.2.1.1: Ask and answer such questions as who, 
what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate 
understanding of key details in a text (characters, 
setting, beginning, middle, end, problem, 
solution). RL.2.1 

Comprehend and analyze a 
variety of literature at 
grade level  

LA.2.12.1: Write narratives in which they recount 
a well elaborated event or short sequence of 
events, include details to describe actions, 
thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to 
signal event order, and provide a sense of closure.  W.2.3  

 
   

Social 
Studies 

SS.2.1.1: Construct and interpret maps and other 
graphic representations of both familiar and 
unfamiliar  
places. SS.G.1.2 

Analyze the characteristics 
of local and distant 
communities  
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Third Grade E-Learning Priority Standards 

Content D115 Outcome Common Core Report Card Language 

Math 

M.3.1.1: Show that the multiplication symbol (x) 
means group of objects. 3.OA.1 

Interpret and determine 
quotients and products of 
whole numbers (Q1) 

M.3.2.1 Multiply and divide fluently within 100 
recognizing the relationship between them. 3.OA.7 

Solve multiplication and 
division problems within 
100 in real world situations 
(Q1) 

    

ELA 

LA.3.14.3: Write narratives to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events using descriptive 
details, and clear event sequences:  
Skill 1: A situation and introduce a narrator and/or 
characters; organize an event sequence that 
unfolds naturally. (W.3.3a)  
Skill 2: Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, 
thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences. 
(W.3.3b)  
Skill 3: Use temporal word and phrases to signal 
event order. (W.3.3c)  
Skill 4: Provide a sense of closure. (W.3.3d) 

W.3.3a 
W.3.3b 
W.3.3c 
W.3d 

Write narratives to develop 
imagined experiences or 
events using descriptive 
details, and clear event 
sequences  

LA.3.2.2: determine the main idea of a text; 
recount the key details and explain how they 
support the main idea. (RI.3.2) RI.3.2 

Apply and analyze text 
features and key details to 
locate and comprehend 
information from texts (Q 
1) 

    

Social 
Studies SS.3.1.1: Create and use a chronological sequence 

of events. SS.H.1.3 

Describe how events in 
history shape communities 
and regions  

    

Science 

S.3.1.1: Collect data on typical weather conditions 
and arrange the results in tables and graphs to 
illustrate changes expected during a particular 
event  

Classify weather and 
climates in different 
regions of the world 

S.3.1.3: Obtain information to describe a variety 
of weather related hazards    

    

Specials 

Art Standard Music Standard ILT Standard 

VA.3.1.4: respond to a prompt in a sketchbook 

Mu.3.3.4: define the 
characteristics of the 
four instrument 
families.  

ILT.3.2.2: Utilize design 
(theme, background, 
pictures, and videos) in a 
presentation application. 

  
ILT.3.2.3: Run a 
presentation 
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Fourth Grade E-Learning Priority Standards 

Content D115 Outcome Common Core Report Card Language 

Math 

M.4.1.4: Round whole numbers to any place value 
using concepts of place value 4.NBT.A.3 

Evaluate numbers in the 
base ten system (Q1) 

M.4.2.1: Apply the standard algorithm to real 
world problems involving multi-digit addition and 
subtraction 4.NBT.B.4 

Apply the four basic 
operations to fluently solve 
real world problems using 
whole numbers (Q1) 

M.4.2.2: Multiply two-by-two digit numbers and 
four-by-one digit numbers using strategies based 
on place value and the properties of operations. 4.NBT.B.5 

Apply the four basic 
operations to fluently solve 
real world problems using 
whole numbers (Q1) 

 
   

ELA 

LA.4.1.4: Determine the main idea of an 
informational text and describe how it is 
supported by key details RI.4.2 

Analyze key ideas and 
details in order to 
determine the main idea of 
an informational text by 
referring to details from the 
text (Q1) 

LA.4.14.3: Write narrative pieces to develop real 
or imaginative experiences: 
 
● Establish a situation and introduce a narrator 
and/or characters (W.4.3a) 
● Organizes event sequence that unfolds naturally 
(W.4.3a) 
● Use dialogue and description (W.4.3b) 
● Use transitions to manage sequence of events 
(W.4.3c) 
● Use sensory details to convey experiences and 
events (W.4.3d) 
● Provide a conclusion (W.4.3e) W.4.3.a-e 

Write narratives to develop 
real or imagined 
experiences or events using 
effective technique, 
descriptive details, and 
clear event sequences (Q1) 

 
   

Social 
Studies 

SS.4.1.2: Analyze how the cultural and 
environmental characteristics of places in Illinois 
change over time.  
Component Focus Questions:  
 How has the farming culture of Illinois 
contributed to Illinois’ significance to the United  
States?  
 How has the climate and significant landforms 
of Illinois (Lake Michigan, Mississippi River, and  
plains) contributed to change in Illinois? SS.G.2.4 

Analyze the geography of 
Illinois and the United 
States to determine its 
effect on the way people 
live (Q1) 

 
   

Science 
S.4.1.4: Make observations and/or measurements 
to  
provide evidence of the effects of weathering or 4-ESS2-1 

Evaluate the processes that 
shape the earth to support 
an explanation for changes 

8 
 

the  
rate of erosion by water, ice, wind, or vegetation. 

in the earth’s landscape 
over time 
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Fifth Grade E-Learning Priority Standards 

Content D115 Outcome Common Core Report Card Language 

Math 

M.5.1.3: Explain that in a multi-digit number, a 
digit in one place represents 10 times as much as 
it represents in the place to its right and 1/10 of 
what it represents in the place to its left.  5.NBT.1 

Evaluate numbers in base 
ten system 

M.5.1.6: Read and write decimals to the 
thousandths using base-ten numerals, number 
names, and expanded form. (5.NBT.3a) 5.NBT.3a 

Evaluate numbers in base 
ten system 

    

ELA 

LA.5.1.1: Quote accurately from a fictional text 
when explaining what the text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences from the text. (RL.5.1)  RL.5.1  
LA.5.1.2: Compare and contrast two or more 
characters, setting, or events in a story or a drama, 
drawing on specific details in the text (e.g. how 
characters interact). (RL.5.3)  RL.5.3  

LA.5.2.1: Quote accurately from an informational 
text when explaining what the text says explicitly 
and when drawing inferences from the text. 
(RI.5.1) RI.5.1 

Identify and describe how 
the plot develops 
throughout a story using 
inferences, and compare or 
contrast characters in a 
story (Q 1)  

LA.5.2.2: Explain the relationships or interactions 
between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or 
concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text 
based on specific information in the text. (RI.5.3) RI.5.3 

Identify and describe how 
the plot develops 
throughout a story using 
inferences, and compare or 
contrast characters in a 
story (Q 1)  

LA.5.17.1: by the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, 
and poetry, at the high end of the grades 4-5 text 
complexity band independently and proficiently. 
(RL.5.10)  RL.5.10  
LA.5.16.3: write narratives to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, descriptive details, and clear event 
sequences: ● Exposition (W.5.3a) ● Narrative 
techniques (W.5.3b) ● Transitional words and/or 
phrases (W.5.3c) ● Concrete words and sensory 
details (W.5.3d) ● Conclusion (W.5.3e) 

W.5.2a, W.5.2b, 
W.5.2c, 
W.5.2d,W.5.2e 

Compose writing routinely 
over various time frames 
for a range of discipline-
specific tasks, purposes, 
and audiences (YL) 

    

Social 
Studies SS.5.1.1: Explain probable causes and effects of 

events and developments in U.S. history. SS.H.3.5 

Describe how the United 
States became an 
independent nation  
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Science 

Investigate characteristics of the nine major 
biomes (tundra, taiga, tropical rainforest, 
temperate deciduous forest, desert, grasslands, 
wetlands, ocean, and freshwater) to show 
similarities and differences.   

Evaluate the interactions 
and relationships between 
all the parts of an 
ecosystem 
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Sixth Grade E-Learning Priority Standards 

Content D115 Outcome Common Core Report Card Language 

Math 
M.6.1.4: Interpret and compute quotients of 
fractions using visual fraction models and/or 
equations with and without context. (6.NS.A.1) 

Add, subtract, multiply and 
divide decimals  

    

ELA 

LA.6.1.2: analyze plot development in order to 
determine the impact on characters in the story by 
using details from the story. (RL.6.3) RL.6.3  

LA.6.1.3: compare and contrast stories in different 
genres in order to find similar themes and topics. 
(RL.6.9)  RL.6.9 

Analyze story elements in 
one or more texts and how 
they develop as the plot 
shifts 

LA.6.2.7: produce clear coherent writing that is 
developed, and organized for a specific task, 
purpose and audience while varying sentence 
patterns and maintaining consistency in style and 
tone. W.6.4 , L.6.3a, L.6.3b 

Utilize the writing process 
in order to develop 
narratives with details and 
structure while using 
proper conventions 

LA.6.15.1: comprehend literature, including 
stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6-8 text 
complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the range. (RL.6.10)  RL.6.10  

    

Social 
Studies 

SS.6.1.3: How do landforms impact civilizations? 

SS.G.2.6-  
8.LC  
SS.G.3.6-  
8.LC 

Identify, explain, and 
analyze relationships 
among people and their 
environments 

    

Science 

S.6.1.2 Analyze how organisms and populations 
compete  
for resources and predict the outcomes for the  
populations and species (growth and 
reproduction). MS-LS2-1 

Analyzes and interprets 
data 
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Seventh Grade E-Learning Priority Standards 

Content D115 Outcome Common Core 

Math 

M.7.1.1: Describe situations with the additive inverse property where opposite 
quantities combine to make zero, and relate integers, their opposites and their 
absolute values. 

7.NS.A.1.A, 
7.NS.A.1.B 

M.7.1.3: Calculate sums using rational numbers with and without real-world 
contexts, utilizing number sentences, horizontal, and vertical number lines 

7.NS.A.1.B, 
7.NS.A.1.D, 
7.NS.A.3 

M.7.1.4: Calculate differences using rational numbers with and without real-
world contexts, utilizing number sentences, horizontal, and vertical number lines.  

7.NS.A1.C, 
&.NS.A.1.D 

M.7.2.2: Determine whether two quantities form proportional relationships, by 
testing for equivalent ratios in a table or graphing on a coordinate plane and 
observing whether the graph is a straight line through the origin 7.RP.A.2.A 
M.7.2.3: Identify the constant of proportionality (unit rate) from tables, graphs, 
equations, diagrams and verbal descriptions.  7.RP.A.2.B 
M.7.2.4: Generate proportional relationships using equations and function tables 7.RP.A.2.C 

   

ELA 

LA.7.1.1: Write informational/explanatory text for a specific purpose using 
concrete details and facts utilizing appropriate text structures, features, language 
and transitions for the topic. (objective summary, compare/contrast, cause/effect, 
problem/solution, description, sequential)  

W.7.2a, W.7.2b, 
W.7.2c, W.7.2.d,  

   
Social 

Studies 
SS.7.1.3: How do societies formally declare their values and beliefs?  
SS.7.1.4: How do people act on their beliefs?  

   

Science 

S.7.1.1: Conduct an investigation to provide evidence that 
living things are made up of cells, either one cell or 
many different numbers and types of cells (nerve 
cells, muscle cells).  MS-LS1-1 
S.7.1.4: Develop and use a model to describe the function of 
a cell as a whole and the ways parts of cells 
contribute to the function.  MS-LS1-2 
S.7.1.6: Gather and synthesize information that sensory 
receptors respond to stimuli by sending messages to 
the brain for immediate behavior or storage as 
memories. MS-LS1-8 
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Eighth Grade E-Learning Priority Standards 

Content D115 Outcome Common Core 

Math 

M.8.1.2: Identify rational and irrational numbers including common irrational 
numbers such as 2. Classify a set of numbers as perfect squares, perfect cubes, or 
neither. 8.NS.1, 8.EE.2 
M.8.1.4: Evaluate perfect squares and perfect cubes without a calculator. 8.EE.2 
M.8.1.5: Use square root and cube root symbols to represent solutions to equations of 
the form 𝑥𝑥^2 = 𝑝𝑝 and 𝑥𝑥^3 = 𝑝𝑝.  8.EE.2 
M.8.2.1: Solve linear equations with rational number coefficients, including 
equations whose solutions require expanding expressions using the distributive 
property and combining like terms. 8.EE.7a, 8.EE.7b 
M.8.2.2: Determine whether a given equation has one solution, no solution, or 
infinitely many solutions. 8.EE.7a 
M.8.2.6: Graph slope-intercept form equations. Explain why slope is the same 
between any two distinct points on a non-vertical line using similar triangles. 8.EE.5, 8.EE.6 

   

ELA 

LA 8.1.1: Identify specific elements of the texts' craft (e.g. allusions, analogies, word 
use, figurative/connotative meaning of words).  RL. 8.4  
LA.8.1.3: Compare and contrast the elements of each text's craft and structures and 
analyze how those elements impact the meaning, style, and tone of the texts.  RL.8.5  

   

Social 
Studies 

SS.8.1.1: How does the economic growth of the United States help make it a 
superpower?  
SS.8.1.2: How does the technological growth of the United States help make it a 
superpower?  
SS.8.1.3: How does the military growth of the United States help make it a 
superpower?  

   

Science 

S.8.1.3: Use mathematical representations to describe a simple model for waves that 
includes how the amplitude of a wave is related to the energy in a wave. MS-PS4-1 
S.8.2.2: Distinguish among the types of electromagnetic waves, which type is 
absorbed or reflected by the ozone layer, and the impact of each on humans and other 
organisms.  MS-PS4-2 
S.8.2.3: Develop and use a model to describe how infrared radiation is reflected, 
absorbed, or transmitted by greenhouse gases. MS-PS4-2 
S.8.2.4: Ask questions to clarify evidence of the factors that have caused the rise in 
global temperatures over the past century. MS-ESS3-5 

 


